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INT. ASSOCIATION OF ART PHOTOGRAPHERS

APA International Photography Awards 2026

ORGANIZED BY: Atlantic Photographers Association (APA) in Toronto Canada

CONTACTS

Chair: Larry Deng
Entry via webpage: www.APASalon.com

Contact e-mail: Info@APASalon.com

SECTIONS
The contest consists of two digital sections:
OPEN PICTORIAL (Color/Monochrome)

NATURE GENERAL (Color/Monochrome)



ENTRY FEE

The entry fee covers up to two sections, with a maximum of two images per section (four images in total).

e General Entry: CAD 20 per entrant
e Early Bird: CAD 15 per entrant for entries submitted on or before August 28, 2026.

Payment Method
Payment of entry fee can be made through our website. Entry fees will be accepted by PayPal ONLY.

Entries for which no fee is received by the Closing Date will not be judged. Regardless of the results, the
fee is non-refundable.

CALENDAR
Early Bird Entry Opens: August 21, 2026
General Entry Opens: August 28, 2026
Submission Closing Date: September 13, 2026, 11:59 PM (23:59) Eastern Time
Judging Completed By: September 19, 2026
Online Results and Catalog: October 19, 2026
JUDGES
Open Pictorial and Nature General
Larry Deng Canada
Aidong Ning USA
Louie Luo Canada
Lydia Jacobs USA
Rob Li USA
AWARDS
Open Pictorial
1x IAAP Gold $300 Canadian Dollars
1x IAAP Silver $200 Canadian Dollars
1x IAAP Bronze $100 Canadian Dollars

6x IAAP Honorable Mention
Nature General

1x IAAP Gold $300 Canadian Dollars
1x IAAP Silver $200 Canadian Dollars
1x IAAP Bronze $100 Canadian Dollars

6x IAAP Honorable Mention

Total of 18 awards.



CATALOG

PDF downloadable catalog will be posted on our website for all paid participants to download.

DIGITAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

a) Each entrant may submit up to two (2) images in each section, for a maximum of four (4) images
in total. Entrants may not enter identical or similar images into the same section or different
sections of the same exhibition.

b) Photos must be submitted in JPEG format, with the longer side not exceeding 1,920 pixels. The
maximum file size is 4 MB.

c) Title of each image cannot exceed 35 characters. Titles do not need to be translated to English
but must be given in English characters.

d) Exhibitions are not allowed to resize oversized images. In such cases the entrant is required to
resubmit their entry with properly sized images.

JUDGING METHOD

The judging will be conducted-by remote online judging. An award review session will be held on-line by
the judges viewing the images together. The judges will be using color-calibrated monitors. Images will be
displayed at exactly 100% of their resolution.

Target Acceptance Range
The acceptance target range will be no more than 30% in each section.

No image may receive more than one individual award in a section. Only one award can be given to an
entrant in any one section.

SUBJECT MATTER AND SECTION DEFINITIONS

Statement on Subject Matter - applicable to all sections

The fundamental rule that must be observed at all times and applies to all sections offered in exhibitions
is that the welfare of living creatures is more important than any photograph. This means that practices
such as baiting of subjects with a living creature and removal of birds from nests, for the purpose of
obtaining a photograph, are highly unethical, and such photographs are not allowed in any exhibition.
Under no circumstances may a living creature be placed in a situation where it will be killed, injured or



stressed for the purpose of obtaining a photograph. Images that show live creatures being fed to captive
animals, birds or reptiles are not permitted under any circumstances.

There are also concerns about the use of aerial photography, drones, helicopters, low flying aircraft. These
should not cause any interference with other individuals or animals which causes a disturbance in their
normal activity or disrupt the way any individuals or animals interact with their environment. Entrants in
recognized exhibitions should comply with all relevant laws and regulations, associated with aerial
photography, in the country in which the image was taken.

Entry into recognized exhibitions is conditional on accepting these policies. The content of images must
comply with the General Conditions and Section definitions listed in these conditions. Images that, in the
sole opinion of the judges or the Exhibition Organizers, do not comply, will be disqualified so the entrant
may be aware of the problem when considering entry into other exhibitions

OPEN PICTORIAL (Color/Monochrome)

Subjects:

The subject matter may be anything you like, with the exception of nature-type images that are only
acceptable for submission to the “NATURE GENERAL” section. Composite images are acceptable,
however, all content must be created by the maker. Stock images may not be used to create composites.
Likewise, backgrounds and textures must be created by the maker and not derived from internet
downloads.

Editing Guidelines:

Allowed Editing Techniques:

e Any adjustments made directly within the camera during image capture.

e Utilizing on-camera features and settings for image enhancements.

e Editing the image using post-processing software.

e Sky replacement is permitted, but the replacement sky must have been captured by the same
photographer submitting the image into the competition.

Editing Techniques Not Allowed:

e Images without Photographic Origin: Images that are entirely generated electronically with no
photographic origin.

e Frames, Borders, Pin-lines, and Mats: Photograph must not contain any decorative elements like
frames, borders, pin-lines, or mats. This includes the edges and markings of scanned film. When
the frame is integral to the captured image, for instance a window frame or door frame that has
been captured by the camera, these elements are permitted.

NATURE GENERAL (Color/Monochrome)

Nature photography records all branches of natural history except anthropology and archaeology. This
includes all aspects of the physical world, both overwater and underwater.



Nature images must convey the truth of the scene. A well-informed person should be able to identify the
subject of the image and be satisfied that it has been presented honestly and that no unethical practices
have been used to control the subject or capture the image. Images that directly or indirectly show any
human activity threatening a living organism's life or welfare are not allowed.

The most important part of a Nature image is the nature story it tells. High technical standards are
expected, and the image must look natural.

Subjects:

Photographs of human-created hybrid plants, cultivated plants, feral animals, domesticated
animals, human-created hybrid animals, and mounted or preserved zoological specimens are not
allowed.

Photographs made where the scene is natural and the animal is unharmed in a carefully managed
environment, such as Zoo, rescue centers, and ethically managed natural environment farms are
permitted.

Photographs of un-domesticated birds, reptiles or animals that show signs of captivity are
acceptable.

Photographs of geographical elements including landscapes, seascapes, geological subjects
Photographs of natural phenomena

Content:

The presence of the “hand of man” (i.e. people, parts of people or evidence of human activity) is allowed
as long as it is not a primary or significant aspect of the image.

Editing Guidelines:

Processing or editing must be limited to making the image look as close to the original scene as possible,
except that conversion to grayscale monochrome is allowed.

Allowed Editing Techniques:

¢ Cropping, straightening and perspective correction

e Removal or correction of elements added by the camera or lens, such as dust spots, noise,
chromatic aberration and lens distortion

¢ Global and selective adjustments such as brightness, hue, saturation and contrast to restore the
appearance of the original scene

e Complete conversion of color images to grayscale monochrome

¢ Blending of multiple images of the same subject and combining them in camera or with software
(exposure blending or focus stacking)

¢ Image stitching - combining multiple images with overlapping fields of view that are taken
consecutively (panoramas).

Editing Techniques Not Allowed:



* Removing, adding to, moving or changing any part of an image, except for cropping and
straightening.

¢ Adding a vignette during processing

e Blurring parts of the image during processing to hide elements in the original scene

¢ Darkening parts of the image during processing to hide elements in the original scene
¢ All conversions other than to complete grayscale monochrome

e Conversion of parts of an image to monochrome, or partial toning, desaturation or over
saturation of color

EXHIBITION REQUIREMENTS

Applicable Rules:
This exhibition will be conducted in accordance with the rules of the APA.
Entry Requirements

This exhibition is open to anyone; however, an entry may be rejected when the Sponsor or the Exhibition
Organizers, in their reasonable discretion, believes the entry does not conform to exhibition rules.

Reproduction

The entrant permits the sponsors to reproduce all or part of the entered material free of charge for
publication and/or display in media related to the exhibition. Entries will not be accepted from entrants
who indicate that their images may not be reproduced in materials related to the exhibition. The
exhibition assumes no liability of any misuse of copyright.

Titles

Each image must have a unique title- That unique title must be used for entry of that image or of an
identical Image into any and all exhibitions. Titles must be 35 characters or fewer. No titles may be visible
to the judges, and nothing in the image may identify the entrant. Titles may not include file extensions
such as .jpg or .jpeg (or any other camera capture filenames such as IMG 471). Titles may not consist of
personal identifiers possibly augmented by a number; or include words such as “untitled” or “no title”.

IMAGE CREATION AND OWNERSHIP

In all sections of the exhibition, images must originate as photographs made by the entrant. They may
not incorporate identifiable images produced by anyone else (for example: clip art or stock images).

Al-Generated Images

The following rules apply to Al-generated images:



e Images that are generated or by artificial intelligence (Al) algorithms are not eligible for
submission. This includes images created through text prompts or related methods. The scope of
this restriction includes whole images as well as portions of images.

e The use of Al for post-processing of images is permitted in our competitions with some
restrictions. Al is allowed in the normal editing process, such as content-aware cloning, de-noise,
masking, sharpening, subject selection, tone adjustments, and/or up-sizing. Al-assisted sky
replacement is allowed if the new sky was captured by the entrant and only for Pictorial and
Assigned categories and Print competitions.

e The use of Al for cloning or removing distractions in images is only allowed when the Al process
uses portions of the image that pre-exist in the original image. This includes Content-Aware
cloning provided by Photoshop or other software. Al-assisted replacements that involve adding
externally generated elements to the image, such as done by the Generative Fill in Adobe
Photoshop or Generative Expand tools in Adobe Camera Raw are not allowed. Similarly, the use
of the Generative Remove option in Lightroom, is not allowed. In general, any software that
inserts new content into a maker’s image that comes from external sources is not allowed. This
includes even minor insertions.

Color and Monochrome:

Color and Monochrome images from the same capture that share substantial pictorial contentin common
will be considered the same image and must be given the same title.

Image Creation and Authorship

Entries must originate as photographs (image-captures of objects via light sensitivity) made by the entrant
on photographic emulsion or acquired digitally. All parts of the image have to be photographed by the
author who is holding the copyright of all works submitted.

Portrait photographs that have been or are intended to be used for commercial purposes will not be
accepted. For any entry featuring an identifiable individual, the entrant must obtain the subject’s prior
consent and ensure that the work does not infringe upon anyone’s privacy or portrait rights. The entrant
shall bear full responsibility for any legal claims or liabilities arising from the submission, and the
Competition Organizing Committee shall assume no responsibility.

Image Verification

The Exhibition Committee reserves the right to request the original image file (RAW or original
JEPEG/HEIC), as well as additional images from the same capture sequence, to verify compliance with the
exhibition rules. Failure to provide the requested files within the specified time may result in
disqualification.



Data Protection

By entering this exhibition, you are explicitly consenting to the personal details you have supplied,
including physical addresses, email addresses, being held, processed and used by the exhibition organizers
for purposes associated with this exhibition. You also explicitly consent to such information being sent to
organizations that have accorded official recognition, patronage or accreditation to this exhibition. You
acknowledge, agree and accept that by entering this exhibition, your participation status which includes
your first and last name, name of the country used during registration at the exhibition, number of
sections entered, and number of photos entered in those sections will be made public in a published
status list and that the results of your entry shall be made public in exhibition gallery, exhibition catalog.
You also agree and accept the policies regarding Breaches of Rules of the APA.
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